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Call For Papers

DATA
Guest editor: Dr. Valerio Perna
INNOVATION_Factory Coordinator, Faculty of Architecture
and Design, POLIS University, Tirana
The 17th issue of the ArchiDOCT e-journal welcomes papers that explore the theme
of ‘data’ in the built environment at various degrees of granularity, that can further
change to better or to worse life on and beyond the planet. The contemporary debate
expands the limits and the new possibilities of data for, from, with, and, against the built
environment.This debate further focuses on the consequences of data on either on the
theoretical or the applied aspect of the disciplines involved in the built environment.
In 1989, at the International Society for General Systems Research, American
organizational theorist Russell Ackoff presented, for the first time, a graphical
representation of the DIKW pyramid. Rather than a simple descriptive model, the latter
defines purported structural and/or functional relationships between data, information,
knowledge, and wisdom. In regards to Ackoff’s theorization, data represent a set of pure
symbols and signals, hence stimulus, that was considered not usable until discretized
and inserted within a reference system that would give them specific meaning and
presence in the realm of existence.
Here stands the difference between data and information: while data is raw material
without any kind of intent, information is “knowledge by description” and indeed useful
in the process of answering interrogative questions and capable of affecting decisions
and action. Information then can be considered data with a “purpose”.
The last four decades of research in the field of architecture and the urban environment
have been strongly influenced by the presence of data. This ongoing relationship
between the latter and the struggle to instil in them an intention. Whether we refer to
the macro or the micro-scale, architects have been trying to collect and give meaning
to the magmatic amount of data in which we are constantly submerged. Sensors and
actuators in the city, computational design process, script-based generative procedures,
AI disruptive speculations, the Internet of Things, Big Data, are just some of the
examples of almost half a century of heterogeneous research trajectories. From a first
phase of inebriating experimentations based more on pushing the technological tools
to their limit, a second phase of the research on ‘data’ relates more to their capacity to
ontologically address the meaning of the discipline itself and disclose new strategies to
manage the complexity, and ethics, of the world at large.
With these premises, the 17th issue of ArchiDOCT invites academics, researchers,
and PhD students, that can relate their doctoral thesis as solo authors, with their
supervisor(s) or with fellow doctoral students or doctoral holders to deliver an essay
focusing on any field related to the entanglement within architecture, cities and data and indeed, information - to define a new epistemological horizon for architecture.The
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aim is to explore the theme of ‘data’ in the design process through both a theoretical
or practice-based approach and highlight the breadth and scope of the results their
possible implementation can bring about. For this reason, and considering the breadth
of possibilities contained in the topic itself, we are interested in contributions that
approach the topic in the human and non-human actualization of it, and we invite
discussion concerning tangible examples of their implications either for applied design
strategies or for research purposes, with the main aim to ‘in-form’ the debate regarding
data with a new and lateral perspective that could clarify, and hopefully untie, the inner
structural dichotomies such ‘structural vs. functional’, ‘symbolic vs. subjective’, ‘quantity
vs. quality’.
Relevant subthemes include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complexity (of data)-based computations;
Contemporary theories of data and architecture;
Contemporary theories of data and the city;
Pure data implementation within contemporary design processes;
Mediated practices developed by ICT applications, data implementation and
analysis;
IoT for built environments;
Critical contributions concerning ‘data’ and ‘information’ and the eventual liminal
zone where they collide and merge;
Ethics, politics, aesthetics of contemporary usage of data;
Speculative tools and strategies within the design process;
Data Mining.

Important dates
Expression of interest (through a 500-word abstract and contact with the guest
editor): 15 March 2021
Final submission: 31 May 2021
Publication date: 01 July 2021
Submission policy
ArchiDOCT is published twice a year, in July and January. The official language of the
journal is English. Submitted manuscripts for review should not exceed 4500 words,
including abstracts, references and image captions. The referring system will be the
Harvard System. Text should be saved in a Microsoft Word or RTF file, while the
supporting visual material (images, diagrams, sketches, tables and so on) should be
sent as TIFF files with a resolution of at least 300 dpi. All visual material should be
clearly indicated and numbered in the text, along with the respective image captions
and credits. Additionally, all manuscripts should be submitted in A4 “camera-ready”.pdf
format that gives an idea of how a finalised version looks.
ArchiDOCT accepts manuscripts from PhD holders, students, postdoc students, either
as co-authors or in collaboration with fellow researchers and/or with their supervisors.
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Reviewing policy
The peer reviewers are all confirmed educators of architecture coming from different
educational backgrounds, with different specialisations and expertise that share the common
interest of their doctoral students: to encourage them to publish their work while improving
their thinking processes towards academic research writings. Each submitted article is
reviewed by two members of the journal’s Scientific Committee anonymously.
Copyright policy
The ArchiDOCT journal is offered in a downloadable form for academic and research
purposes only.All material published in each issue is, unless otherwise stated, the property
of the authors of the respective articles. The reproduction of an article in whole is only
allowed with the written consent of the author.Any reproduction of the material in parts,
in any manner, should properly credit the copyright holder. A single copy of the materials
available in each issue may be made for personal, non-commercial use.
For general enquiries please contact the Editorial Board at info@archidoct.net
For enquires specifically addressed to the upcoming 17th ISSUE please contact:
submit@archidoct.net
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